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[image: ]A HISTORY OF THE WORTHINGTON WOMEN'S CLUB
The Worthington Women's Club was founded on May 24, 1932 by members of the Worthington Circle of the Child Conservation League. League members had become aware of a need for a richer community experience for the women of Worthington. The objectives of the new club were to promote friendship among members and to create opportunities for organized interests and participation in the social,
intellectual and civic affairs of the community. At the first general meeting of the club on September 27, 1932, the club's aim was proclaimed in Julia Ward Howe's quotation: "What is the ideal aim oflife? To learn, to teach, to serve, to enjoy!" In September, 1946, the club's creed, written by the late Marie Williams Vandegrift, a club member, appeared for the first time in the club's yearbook.
During the first five years the general meetings were held in the homes of the members. Since then the group has met in many Worthington churches and public places. Over the years, the club's general meetings have been marked by gracious hospitality and educational and entertaining programs. During the first decade Guest Nights and Musical Teas were annual features. The close of the first decade marked the beginning of a favorite annuai tradition, the Spring Luncheon. A highlight of the first luncheon in June, 1942, at the Brookside Country Club was the presentation to the club by the late Martha Haessly, then president, of a gavel made from black walnut donated by Ruth Griswold from the historic Griswold Inn. This gavel, replaced by a new one in 1995, was presented to the Worthington Historical Society on April 30, 2005, as a present for their 50th birthday.
At the beginning of the third decade, a silver service consisting of a coffee urn, tray, sugar and creamer, was purchased for use at club meetings. In December, 1954, to continue for most of the next 37 years, the first Christmas smorgasbord, graced the scene. In May, 1957, members gathered triumphantly at the Lincoln Lodge to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the club. In memory of the club's first president, Amy Francisco Hockett, the program featured her life and the award of a $300 scholarship in her name to a Worthington High School senior. The motto of the day was pronounced as: "The great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as to what direction we are moving."
In 1967 Mary Jane Semans initiated the club Decorating Committee, which has provided beautiful centerpieces and favors for the Christmas and Spring Luncheons as well as colorful name tags for the general meetings. Among the many talented decorators sharing the work of this committee, Doris Larson, Charlotte Blain, and Betty Smith have repeatedly served the club with their artistic talents. During the 1979-1980 year, Donna Davis, Teresa Kendall, Jeanne Line, and Fehrn Severino presented the club with a "WWC" banner which they had created.
The spring of 1982 found members on April 27 in the Worthington United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall celebrating joyously the club's 50th anniversary. Balloons, anniversary cake, and members dressed charmingly in hats, gloves, and authentic dresses of the 1930s enriched the observance. Interest Groups presented clever vignettes and the Recorder Musicke Group provided special music. Each dub member was given a 50th anniversary memento plate designed by the ceramic sculptor Chester Nicodemus and also a commemorative history booklet THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS compiled by Dona Elliott, with the assistance of researchers Jane Griffith, Eileen Watson, Marjorie Wellmerling, and the late Mary Ellen Harmon.
Frances Feldmiller, in December 1978, arranged for documents to be stored at the Masonic headquarters in Worthington. Interest in the club's historical records continued into the 1982-1983 year as Emily Lowman, Jeanette Mcconaughy, and Ruth Simpson completed the organization of the records, including a Nicodemus plate, and filed them at the Old Rectory of the Worthington Historical Society in cabinets donated by the late Marie Daumier.
During the 1995-1996 term of Joyce Kline, she discovered that the minutes of our club were self-destructing. Joyce assumed the responsi-bility for preserving the minutes, from 1930 through the present, using all acid free paper and archival quality notebooks. A new metal cabinet with a lock was used for storage of the completed project
Joyce and Eleanor Knecht worked together with the Post Office to get the last four digits of every member's zip code for inclusion in the yearbook
The year 2006-2007 was very special in that WWC celebrated its 75th anniversary. Throughout the
year the theme of President Patricia Herold, "75 Years of Friendship", was prominently displayed on the yearbook cover, the two newsletters and the Spring luncheon program cover. On May 15, 2007 a gala Diamond Jubilee" celebration was held at the Wedgewood Country Club. Over 215 members and guests,
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many of whom were attired in hats and dresses reminiscent of the early 1980's, attended. Mayor Harvey Minton, of Worthington, read a proclamation declaring it to be officially "Worthington Women's Club" day. Four huge birthday cakes decorated with the year's theme were in the center of the beautifully decorated ballroom. The 75th Birthday committee comprised of Dee Allenspach, Marilou Beachler, Pat Coe, Jill Fergus, Sue Harman, Patricia Herold, Jane Moore and Janet Mount-Campbell, worked throughout the year to plan this party and select, package and distribute a commemorative memento for each member. Designed by nationally recognized artist, Garner Chapman, the gift was a 2 x 2 inch tile featuring the WWC logo on a specially designed background and personally signed by the artist Each gift is unique in that no two tiles are identical. A tile was added to the club's records in the Old Rectory of the Worthington Historical Society. The festivities concluded with a program by several Past Presidents and members of the club entitled "History on\

Revue." This program presented vignettes featuring highlights of our club's history over the past 75 years. A good time was had by all!!
Interest Groups - The interest groups have been regarded by many members as the lifeblood of the club. Throughout the years these smaller groups have offered many opportunities to share friendships and mutual interests. Early in 1933 the first interest group, the Reading Book Circle, was formed. Two years later brought the beginning of a Drama Group. These two, along with a number of other groups have come and gone. Some of those which disbanded included Child and High School Study group which extended over a 42-year period; Current Events I, Book Group I and Bridge Group I remained active for over 40 years. The Arts and Crafts members worked together for 37 years. Gourmet members feasted for 24 years and the Worthingtones (Choral Group) ably directed by Frances Richards performed for 20 years. Genealogy, Walkie Talkies and Potted Planters are other groups who responded to members' interests for a long period of time.
Interest groups which are still active and have flourished for 15 or more years are shown in the following listing:


70 years in 2013 -
58 years in 2013 -
53 years in 2013 -
48 years in 2013 -
43 Years in 2013 -
41 Years in 2013 -
36 Years in 2013 -
35 years in 2013 -
34 years in 2013 -
33 years in 2013 -
31 years in 2013 -
26 years in 2013 -

Acquaintance Group Bridge Group II and III became Bridge-O-Rqma Bowling Group
Jolly Jaunters & Whiffers Art Study Group
Book Group.II
Past Presidents Group Current Events Evening Group
Lunch Bunch Great Discussions
Round Robin Bridge


The groups have also identified in varying ways with community and club interests. The board in May, 1955 approved the formation of an Historic Group, which in September of that year, the board approved for disbandment During the summer members interested in historic Worthington joined with other women, and men, of the community to form on July 28 the Worthington Historical Society. In February, 1956 members of Bridge Groups I, II, and III decided to set aside their prize money for the Columbus Cancer Clinic, thereby originating in Worthington the first cancer ray, namely the Dr. Arthur James Cancer Ray. In 1970 the Art Study Group organized within the club functioned also as Art Study Group XI of The Columbus Museum of Art (then the Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts). Current Events Group I for several years sent a representative to the Worthington City Council. And members of Potted Planters have planted trees in Worthington on Arbor Day.
The Recorder Musicke Group, under the musical direction of Ruth Rieppel for 20-plus years, performed community service year after year through its many presentations at club meetings, opening art exhibit receptions, church services, and school groups. The group was disbanded in 1998.
Members of the Past Presidents Group at initial meetings in 1977 proposed preservation of club records as a project. And since 1989 past presidents have served graciously as greeters at the general meetings. Since 1989 members of other interest groups have also assisted increasingly in the hospitality duties of the general meetings.
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Because of the popularity of the smaller groups in the early sixties, leading to an increase in board membership, the club in March, 1964, voted that the board, with regard to interest group chairmen, would consist of one representative for an interest area. By the early nineties, however, less attention was being given to this policy, resulting again in an increase in board size. By vote of the club in October, 1992, interest group chairmen would no longer be members of the board./

Civic-mindedness - From its inception the Worthington Women's Club has been community-minded. During the year 1937-1938 the club investigated the possibility of placing markers at appropriate places in the Village of Worthington. The first marker, a large boulder embedded in a cement foundation, was placed on the southeast corner of the Village Green and dedicated on October 24, 1939. The inscription read: "To Honor the Founders of Worthington, 1803; Women's Club, 1939." One may still observe this marker.
During the 1954-1955 year an historical marker was placed on the northeast corner of the Village Green to mark the site of Worthington's first log cabin, which served as the Meeting House. By 1960 a marker of hand-wrought iron had been completed to place in front of the library.
In 1942, after a two-year period of fund-raising for what has become the long-term community project of the club, members rejoiced to see erected and dedicated the first of the metal signs marking the Village of Worthington's four original entrances. Enthusiastic fund-raiser, the late Mary Virginia Harding, had presented the first club marker to the city in 1939 and now presented the first of the village entrance markers in 1942. The community service on the Village Green was marked by speeches, a chorus of music, a roll call of the pioneers of Worthington, the sounding of trumpets, the ringing of church bells, and an honor guard ritual!
A m�tionally-known wrought-iron worker, H. A. Fletcher of Gates Mill, Ohio, had been commissioned to make the village entrance markers. St. John's Episcopal Church, the first church in Worthington, was depicted on the first marker at North Street. Later, the Griswold Inn church in Worthington, was depicted on the first marker at North Street Later, the Griswold Inn welcomed travelers at South Street, the Worthington Academy greeted visitors at Evening Street, and the Ox Cart marked the Morning Street entrance. In recent years Harriet Harbage and Christine Hill, with the assistance of the City of Worthington maintenance personnel, have kept an ever-watchful eye on the condition of these signs. In 1975 Ethel Williams repainted the signs and during the 1983-1984 year and again in 2000 Jo Ann Baird refurbished the signs and, additionally, drew acetate drawings to better preserve them. The club has also replaced a sign or the chains holding them.
Club members have further participated actively in a growing Worthington community by designating board members to serve as school board, arts council, and Meals-on-Wheels representatives. In 1971 Harriet Harbage and Emily Lowman were named to represent the club on the local Bicentennial Celebration Committee of 1976. Then the club, under the chairmanship of Eileen Russell and committee members Emily Lowman and Peggy Williams, sponsored the manufacture and sale of a Worthington Bicentennial Plate designed by Worthington historical illustrator William Turner. A portion of the net proceeds of $3000 was used by the club to provide a special evening program entitled "Ohio History in
Fashions" presented by the Ladybugs and Buckeyes. The event attracted approximately 500 area residents.
Many club members later joined during the summer patriotic service on the Village Green.
During the years 1989-1992, led by community-minded Luanne Clevenger. the club again took part in community celebrations with generous financial contributions: Village Green Project - $200 for eight engraved bricks stating "Worthington Women's Club- Founded 1932" and $400 for engraved bricks honoring Worthington's founders; Petunias-on-Parade Project- $50; and the Village Green Concert- a $300-contribution to the Civic Band, which brought Worthington Women's Club sponsorship of a concert featuring the Ohio State Alumni Marching Band.
Funding for a project to commemorate Worthington's Bicentennial in 2003 began in the spring of 1995. In 1998 a committee of 15, co-chaired by Mary Keller and Pat Upson, proposed an historical marker on the founding of Worthington as a gift to the city. This two-sided marker was co-sponsored by the Ohio Historical Society and is located on the east side of the Griswold Center. The text was provided by Worthington Historical Society historians, Dr. David E. Hahm and Dr. Robert McCormick and approved by the Ohio Historical Society. The $1,475 cost of the marker was entirely funded by the membership of the Club.
Dedication of the marker, which took place October 22, 2002, included civic and religious leaders and settlers' descendants as guests.
On this same date in 2002, our Club, along with the Worthington Community Women, began selling the Bicentennial Cookbook. Martha Elech chaired the project. Her committee collected, tested and proofread recipes from over 300 members, friends and relatives and also included historical recipes from 200 years ago.
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Special artwork by Worthington students is found throughout the book. A profit of $7,800.00 from the sale of	\
the books was presented to the Worthington Special Olympics at the holiday brunch in December, 2003. An
additional $766.55 was presented to Special Olympics in October, 2004 making a total of$8,566.55 as a result of cookbook sales.
More Community Contributions - The club from its beginning has given financial contributions annually to many worthy organizations and projects in the Franklin County community. Donations have ranged from $5, $10, $15, and $25 each in the earlier years to $200, $500, $1000, and $2000 each in later years, with some organizations the recipient many times. As noted with fund-raising for the markers, at times worthy projects were found to be so costly that funds were set aside annually over a period of years before the project could be undertaken, or in a few instances altered or abandoned. The club has sometimes been said to be a builder of fireplaces, as may be noted herein.
Recipients of funds in the larger community have included the: Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus Symphony, Ohio Theatre Preservation Fund, Palace Theatre, COS!, Red Cross, United Way, Cancer Fund, Heart Association, Salvation Army for its Greenwood Lake Camp, Franklin County Council for Retarded Children, Creative Living, Recreation Unlimited, and Hospice of Riverside.
The club has supported the Worthington Public Library through contributions for books, exhibit cases, study tables and chairs; two commissioned Polly VanArsdale oil paintings; and in 1978, with funds from the sale of the Bicentennial Plate and additional funds, $5000 for the fireplace in the new library.
Worthington Women's Club has long shown an interest in the Worthington Schools in many ways: purchases of American flags, trees and shrubbery, financial contributions for scholarships and academic awards, audiovisual aids, drill team uniforms, and music department funds (piano, band insrruments and uniforms, and choir robes); sponsorship of students to Buckeye Girls' State; and financial aid to the American Field Service Student Fund, Worthington High School Field studies, Cardinal Cadettes Parents' Club, and CARD Camp.
Youth and seniors of the community have received further support through the club's financial assistance and sponsorship of groups of Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Campfire Girls and contributions to the Worthington Recreation Center and Worthington Community Center. Gifts to the latter included a ladder; sewing machine; and in 1978, with funds from the sale of the Bicentennial Plate, a clock.
The club has again been generous with contributions to other Worthington endeavors through the planting of trees in the Village Green; purchase:; of furniture and furnishings for the Memorial Building of Sharon Township; and donations to many local organizations: Jaycee Wives for their Safety Program, Worthington Community Counseling Service, Worthington Community Service Council, Worthington Meals-on-Wheels and its successor Enriched Living; Worthington Police Department, Worthington Division of Fire & Emergency Medical Services; Kilbourne Players, Worthington Chorus, Worthington Songsters, Worthington Arts Council; and Worthington Historical Society for various needs, including $660 raised during the years 1963-1965 for the restoration of the Orange Johnson house fireplace, $2000 in 1982 for the restoration of the chimney and fireplace in the Old Rectory, and $495 in 1984 for restoration of the mantel from the Griswold Inn for the Old Rectory.
A look at the club's past showed that Worthington Women's Club members had a burning desire to assist in the construction of a community center that the club might also use as a meeting place. To help with the future construction of a shelter house on the high school grounds, the club in 1957 opened a $100-savings account. This transaction was followed in 1958 byan additional deposit of $500 to go to a community recre-ation center. By May of 1959 members realized that the idea of the shelter house had become too expensive for the club, with the result that the first two, of eventually ten, $100-Swiminc bonds (replaced in 1991with
five $200-bonds) for th�natatorium were purchased and also accompanying patio furniture. In April,1964 the club assisted the school system with the shelter house by providing funds for a large fireplace. During the 1960-1975 period club members reiterated year after year that surplus monies each year should go to the
Reserve Fund. Interest in a community building had continued. However, faced with rising construction and maintenance costs and smaller reserves each year, members reluctantly gave up this dream. Some Reserve Funds have been used for other community contributions as well as for club needs to provide for the continuing maintenance of the four village entrance markers and club hospitality purchases.
Membership - A vibrant membership was vital to support in service and funding the many meetings, projects, and contributions of the club over the years. For those interested in numbers, a few follow. The membership figures included honorary and life members, who have been exempt from paying dues and excluded from the maximum membership count.
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Dates	MembershiQ	Dues


1932-1933	74	$ 1.00
1941-1942 End 1st Decade	205	2.00
1954-1955	420	3.00
1961-1962 End 3rd Decade	605
1968-1969	590	4.00
1975-1976	609	5.00
1981-1982 End 5th Decade	608	7.00
1982-1983 &1983-1984 Each	626
1987-1988	539	10.00
1994-1995 Yearbook Mailing	483	15.00
	2012-2013	358	15.00
           2014-2015                296          20.00
            2018-2019               258          30.00
            2024-2025               235          $45.00
          Covid affected the WWC membership with ladies moving out
          of state to be nearer children and moving into retirement facilities.
            Average Membership.
             2017-2026  246 members
             2022-2026   230 members.    

The 1960s brought changes in membership requirements because meeting facilities for a thriving club in fast-growing Worthington were not available. In March, 1961 membership was limited to 600 and a waiting list was begun. Adopted during the decade were the requirements of residence in the area for not less than a year, attendance at two meetings before applying for membership, and sponsorship by members of only one new member a year.
By 1_971 a larger hall was available. Therefore, to facilitate the continuing interest in club membership and to reduce the number on the waiting list, two more actions were taken during the 1970s. In May, 1972 the active charter members were named life members. And in January, 1979 the club decided that 25 years after the completion of their terms, (living) past presidents would be named honorary members.
With the advent of the 1984-1985 year, the club entered the computer age when Eleanore Knecht placed the membership listing on a floppy disc and continued to offer computer services for the next ten years.
Unfortunately, that same year the club began to see a decline in membership and a reversal of the afore-mentioned membership scenario. As of January, 1987 members were permitted to sponsor two members a year. In January, 1989 the one-year residency requirement was removed. Then in February, 1995 the club voted to abolish guest fees at general meetings. This custom had started during the second year of the club "to help meet expenses." Silver offerings had also prevailed during the earlier years to assist with the club's community charitable contributions. In March, 1998 membership became permissible to all women by invitation from a Worthington Women's Club member in good standing.
In October of 2003, eleven members of the Worthington Women's Club were honored for their
membership and service of over 50 years. All showed a creative and enthusiastic spirit, while providing leadership and support to our Club. The honorees were Christine Hill and Jane Zimmerman with 57 years; Maxine Enz, 55 year's; Millie Loveless, Pat Zimmerman and Ann Caudill with 54 years; and Kay Bremner, Eleanor Geis, Hazel James, Nelda McMillen and Gerry Silcott with 51 years.
Epilogue - The history of the Worthington Women's Club during its first fifty years identified closely with that of a growing, thriving Worthington. Current members are indebted to the creativity and vision of the club's founders, subsequent officers and the membership that guided the club through changing times and created the vital club of today. The club's foundation is strong and friendships flourish. The challenge of the future is to move forward with the same enthusiastic spirit as our founders and past leaders while maintaining our core objectives of creating opportunities for friendship, sharing comon interests and supporting the Worthington community.

CHARTER MEMBERS
Mrs. J.I. Adamson
Mrs. Homer Aleshire (Nelle)
Mrs. Everett Antrim (Rowena)
Mrs. G. H. Bonnell (Margaret)
Mrs. Harold H. Buell (Frances)
Mrs. J.H. Cable
Mrs. B. F. Carter (Ona)
Mrs. Paul Caruthers (Kathryn Snouffer)
Mrs. Frank R. Colburn
Mrs. L. K. Cooperider (Lola)
Mrs. Harold Crow (Alma)
Mrs. Charles Cummins (Mary)
Mrs. Forrest R. Detrick (Margaret)
Mrs. A. E. Dunn (Edna)
Mrs. Russell Eicher (Edna)
Mrs. F. F. Fisher (Hazel)
Mrs. J. L. Ford (Fondace)
Mrs. A. C. Fry (Ethel Taylor)
Mrs. Carl W."Gay (Flo)
Mrs. Clarence Grauser
Mrs. H.W. Griswold
Mrs. E. S. Gunn
Mrs. G. T. Harding, Jr. (Elsie)
Mrs. George T. Harding, Ill (Mary                             Virginia)
Mrs. Edward Heil (Marie)
Mrs. Homer Hockett (Amy)
Mrs. Philip W. Hull
Mrs. Charles Hunter
Mrs. Leonard Insley (Modesta)
Mrs. Herman P. Jefers
Mrs. George Kadel (Blanche)
Mrs. Karl Kessler (Bea)
Mrs. Burdette Keyes
Mrs. R. M. King
Mrs. H.M. Kingery
Mrs. T. W. Kinnear
Mrs. David Kohl
Mrs. W. C. Lewis (Ivy Belle)
Mrs. Claude Longenecker
Mrs. R. C. McCall (Betty)
Mrs. I. Malcolm McCampbell
Mrs. Peter Merkle
Mrs. R. B. Merrill (Dorothy)
Mrs. Russell S. Moore (Marguerite}
Mrs. R. 0. Nelson (Millie)
Mrs. Harry O'Brien (Margaret}
Mrs. Frank E. Peat
Mrs. Walter Pomerene
Mrs. Caleb Potter (Mae)
Mrs. Howard Potter (Minnie}



Mrs. A. J. Price
Mrs. Charles Ross (Bertha Schroyer)
Mrs. E. B. Rowe (Daisy)
Mrs. Robert E. Rucker
Mrs. Caroline Scatterday
Mrs. Ray Schaeffer
Mrs. F. W. Scott (Clara)
"Mrs. Grover Shephard (Florence)
Mrs. Earl B. Smith (Edna)
Mrs. Vance Smith (Helen)
Mrs. Elmer Snouffer (Helen)
Mrs. Stanley W. Snouffer (Mertie)
Mrs. L. E. Turton (Roberta)
Mrs. R. B. Waddell
Mrs. W.W. Wager (Emma)
Mrs. Howard Warner (Myrtle)
Mrs. R. M. Watts (Mary Wise)
Mrs. C. S. Waugh
Mrs. Fred Weaver (Effie)
Mrs. C. E. Webb
Mrs. D. H. Welling
Mrs. W. D. Williams
Mrs. Robert Williams (Florence)
 Mrs. J. L. Wright
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